Carcinogen and smoke induced early alterations in the Syrian golden hamster respiratory epithelium as revealed by electron microscopy.
Syrian golden hamsters were treated once weekly with 0.63 mg B(a)P administered intratrracheally. Another group of hamsters was exposed once daily for one year to the smoke of research cigarettes by means of a smoking machine (Type Hamburg II). Trachea, lobar and segmental bronchi of the animals were examined electron microscopically. The smoke induced epithelial alterations resembled, in many aspects, those caused by a ten week B(a)P treatment.